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Ordinance No. 1270-07 

Section 302.4 – Controlled Plants, Noxious Weeds and Turfgrass. All premises and exterior 
property, including planting strips between the sidewalk and street surface or curb, shall be 
maintained free from weeds or other plant growth including, but not limited to, turfgrass in excess 
of ten (10) inches. All plant material which blocks visibility or access to any fire hydrant or any other 
Fire Department connections, equipment or controls shall be removed. All controlled plant and 
noxious weeds identified by any government agency as a controlled plant or noxious weed. 

Cultivated flowers, gardens, native or naturalistic plants, and managed natural landscape areas are 
not included in the definition of “weeds”. Any area containing cultivated flowers, gardens, native or 
naturalistic plants and managed natural landscape areas shall not include any plant identified by 
any applicable government agency as a noxious weed. Managed natural landscape areas may 
include plants and grasses of any height which have gone to seed. Managed natural landscapes 
shall not include plants that, due to location and/or manner of growth, constitute a hazard to the 
public.  

Cultivated area may include garden beds that are both started from seed and or planted from live 
plants. 

Turfgrass is defined as continuous plant coverage consisting of a grass species that is mowed to 
maintain an established height.  

Every person owning or occupying any property in the Borough, upon which any turfgrass, 
controlled plants or noxious weeds shall grow, shall not throw, place or deposit turfgrass, 
controlled plants or noxious weeds for disposal in Borough streets, alleys or on the property of 
another. 

Upon failure of the owner or agent having charge of a property to cut and/or destroy controlled 
plants, noxious weeds or turfgrass or dispose of said items in violation of this subsection, after 
service of a notice of violation, they shall be subject to prosecution in accordance with Section 
106.3. Upon failure to comply with the notice of violation, any duly authorized employee of the 
jurisdiction, or contractor hired by the jurisdiction, shall be authorized to enter upon the property in 
violation and cut and destroy the controlled plant, noxious weed and/or turfgrass growing thereon, 
and the costs of such removal, plus 10%, shall be paid by the owner or agent responsible for the 
property. Notice pursuant to this subsection shall be given by personal service, United States mail 
first class postage, or by posting a notice of the violation at a conspicuous location on the premises 
where the violation is occurring. 
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Bluebird Trail Subcommittee Report – January 2025 

Quindi, Margaret, and Lucy met over Zoom on January 10.  We discussed planning for the 
2025 nesting season with the goals of supporting the nesting success of Eastern Bluebirds 
and Tree Swallows and engaging community members in learning about and contributing 
to this effort and thereby raising awareness of environmental stewardship initiatives in the 
Wyomissing Park. 

Proposed plans for changes to boxes: 
 Purchase, at cost of materials, 8 boxes built by Ken Leister and 5 boxes built by Art 

Zdancewic.  Delivery expected by end of February 
 Replace the following boxes:  #3, 4, 5,11, 14, 17, 25, 26, and 27.  
 Remove two boxes used exclusively by wrens:  #7 and #28.  
 Relocate boxes #3, 4 and 6.  
 Remount box #18 (removed last year for sewer project) and replace and remount 

box #27 (box broken and later box and post damaged beyond repair) and box #17 (in 
new location in the Golden Meadow). 

 Construct and install Noel predator guards on box #2 and on new Leister box 
replacements for boxes #11, 14, 25, 26, and 27. 

 Install metal hole reducers on boxes #1, 8, 10, 19, 24, 29, 30 
 Explore measures to reduce risk of excessive heat, focusing on boxes exposed to full 

sun (i.e., install double roof or paint dark wood roof white). 
House Sparrow control: 
Bluebird experts recommend a combination of active and passive control measures, 
stating that active measures are needed when sparrows are present in larger numbers.  In 
2024, House Sparrows dominated or competed for 7 of our boxes and the boxes on school 
property adjacent to High Rd circle continued to produce House Sparrows. 
Proposals: 
 Continue last year’s practice of piercing and replacing all House Sparrow eggs laid 

in our boxes. 
 Obtain 2 Van Ert Universal Sparrow Traps for the purpose of trapping and humanely 

dispatching the sparrows imprinted on our boxes. 
House Wren discouragement: 
 Gradually remove some of the boxes dominated by wrens and located in prime wren 

habitat.  Remove boxes #7 and 9 this year. 
 Have monitors repeatedly remove any dummy or inactive wren nests. 

Community outreach: 
 Very recently Michele received an email from someone eager to help with the 

bluebird project.  Chris Hennessy teaches English and Art at Berks Catholic HS and 
is looking for a stewardship project to complete her Nature Journaling Educator 
Certification through the Wild Wonder Foundation.  She has been writing journal 
entires based on experiences in the Wyomissing Park and creating illustrations of 
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the native plant species she finds there.  She has offered both for our use.  Chris has 
a daughter who is in her first year at Wilson HS who shares her interest in nature and 
is also interested in helping care for our nest box trail. 

 Community engagement and education opportunities could include a series of 
posts to be placed in park kiosks, pieces and photos for the borough newsletter and 
social media, bird walks in the park, presentations to community groups, and 
offering an article to the Wyomissing Neighbors magazine. 

 Lucy has emailed Lauren Neithamer, who (we hope) is still the staff advisor for the 
environmental club at Wyomissing Jr/Sr High, to offer students the opportunity to 
help with box monitoring this year. 

Nest box monitoring schedule for 2025 
 Spring checking and cleaning of the boxes (where needed) should take place in late 

Feb. or the first week or two of March.  Breeding season for bluebirds in PA begins 
during the 3rd week of March. 

 Lucy will contact Duane in late Feb or early March at a time when the ground is bare 
so that together we can mark the locations for nest box relocations and the 
installation of new nest boxes. 

 By some time in February, we should have a firm list of monitors and train those new 
to the project.  Monitors will be assigned specific boxes to check weekly and a 
system for arranging coverage when a monitor is absent will be created. 

 Monitoring data will be conveyed each week to a compiler.   
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Materials request from Park & Shade Tree Commission subcommittee on 
the Bluebird Trail.  01/10/2025 

Item  Number Price per item Vendor 

Portal protector 7 $4.99  Wild Birds Unlimited 

Van Ert Universal 
 Sparrow Trap 2 $11 vanerttraps.com 

Van Ert mesh bag 1 $7 vanerttraps.com 

Numbered medallions 1 pack $18.99 Amazon 
“50pcs Plastic 35mm Round Shape Session ID Plates Number Card Tags 
Hanger Identification Slip Each One with Key Split Ring”     
Brand: Melleco 
(These are round plastic medallions, white numbers on black background, 
that should match the current ones, per info rec’d from Stephen Buynovski. 
They come as a set numbered 1-30, or 1-50.  Since we have 32 boxes, the 
smaller set would not be sufficient.) 

Materials to make 8+ Noel guards: 
Hardware cloth – 18” X 5.5” piece needed per box 

1 roll (3’X5’) Everbilt 1.5” mesh 19-gauge galvanized steel hardware 
cloth at Home Depot:  $19.98 per roll.  (this is enough for 20 guards) 

Tin snips – likely we could borrow these 
Wooden ‘jig’ offered on Etsy, to aid in bending the hardware cloth:  $25 
   from vendor ‘JackQuest’ at: 
https://www.etsy.com/listing/655149176/noel-guard-jig-to-make-your-own-9-x-13-
x?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=
noel+predator+guard&ref=sr_gallery-1-
4&frs=1&sts=1&content_source=fd5a216642420274b81c723caba09cada82e7e9e%253A6
55149176&organic_search_click=1 

Total cost approx. $110  (plus cost of medallions) 

8 Leister boxes x $20/box = $160 
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5 Art Z boxes x $20/box = $100  Grand total approx. $370  
 
Submitted by Lucy Cairns 
 
 
  
   

DRAFT


	20241120151125651
	1270-2007 IPMC
	IPMC Amendment Section 302.4 - Controlled Plants, Noxious Weeds and Turfgrass
	20241204144525601
	PXL_20241116_191120713
	PXL_20241116_192003406.MP



