Bird Box Subcommittee of the Wyomissing Park & Shade Tree Commission —
Summary of Zoom meeting on Friday, February 28, 2025.
Lucy’s walkaround with Duane on February 26

e 4 boxes are to be removed and not replaced at this time, for a variety of reasons:
These are #4, 9, 19, and 28 on the 2024 map

e 1 boxin poor condition in 2024 and removed due to the sewer project will not be
replaced until all work in that area is concluded: Box #17

e 6 boxes are to bereplaced, along with the posts: #3, 5, 75 14, 25, and 27.

e Duane carefully marked the exact locations for new boxes, with an arrow to indicate
to the crew which direction entrance holes are to face (east). Since his.crew’s work
load is about to explode, they will need to get this done next week (week of March 3)

e Lucywrapped orange electrician’s tape around Bo 29 to obstruct the entrance hole.
This box AND nearby Box #1 were claimed by the samesmale House Sparrow last
year, who trapped and killed a Tree Swallow in Box#29. Limiting him to one box this
spring should make it easier to trap him. Then Box#29 can be made available.

e When | told Duane that | suspect snakes repeatedly tookibluebird eggs or hatchlings
from Box #14 (in the middle of the small; levebmeadow behind the Sherk Bench) he
told me that he has seen more snakes in that sectioniof the park than anywhere
else. | asked him to remove the present box, with its wooden post, and install a T-
post without a box.at this time. An effort will be made to install a stovepipe baffle on
this post to detef the snakes, and when we obtain boxes from Ken Leister we should
not need help from the park crew to installthe box.

These changes will leave 12 boxes'inthe section of the park between Ruth’s Bridge and Old
Mill Rd, and 13 boxes between Ruth’s Bridge and the Quarry.

We reviewed the most recent message from Ken Leister, in which he shared that both he
and.is wife have beeniill. He hopes to have boxes for us by March 8.

The S5iboxes built by ArtZdancewic were painted white by Jean Seelig, to help protect
nesting birds during heat waves. Water-based, exterior latex paint with a high Light
Reflectance Value was used.

On February 27, ddring a work session involving Lucy, Jean, and Helen, entrance hole
protectors wereinstalled on the 5 white boxes and 5 Noel guards were made. We will keep
the Noel guards in reserve, installing them only on boxes with evidence of predation.

New number medallions will be attached to boxes only after the park maintenance crew
has installed the new boxes.

The same field data sheets used last year will be used again, with training of the new
monitors in their use. Helen is going to attempt to create a Google Document all the



monitors are able to edit, in order to enter their weekly observations. We will adjust the
system as needed.

Lucy will act as a trainer, trouble-shooter, and ‘float’ monitor this year — leaving the 25
boxes to be divided among 5 monitors in this way:

Helen Davis: Boxes #1, 2, 3,4, 6
Quindi Franco: Boxes #5, 8, 10, 18, 29
Margaret Cosbey: Boxes # 11, 12, 25, 26, 27
Jean Seelig: Boxes # 16, 20, 21, 24, 30

Chris Hennessy Boxes #13, 14, 15, 31, 32
(and Annabelle)

Each monitoris responsible for doing a pre-season check of their boxes, so that any
cleaning or minor repairs can be accomplished prior tothe 3@ week of March. The
monitoring season will begin the week of March 16.

PUBLIC EDUCATION: Lucy and Jean will work together,to create 2 8 2 x 11” notices for the
park kiosk near Old Mill Rd. One notice will explainthe appearance of the white boxes, and
the other will urge park-goers to avoid approaching close to the boxes and inform them that
anyone who wishes to commit regular time and effort to managing the nest box trail can
contact our borough manager. We talked about posting photos of the cavity-nesting birds
that typically use our boxes.



Some of the new nest boxes installed in the park
this year have been painted white to help protect
eggs and young birds from dangerous heat. The
temperature inside a box can bedas muchas 10
degrees higher than the outside air temperature.
We used an exterior, water-basedlatex paint with
a high Light Reflectanee Value.




PLEASE! DO NOT APPROACH
NESTING BIRDS

All the oversight and regular monitoring beneficial
to the birds that use the Wyomissing Park nest box
trail is provided by a team of trained volunteers,
with the approval of the.borough.

Park visitors are asked to enjoy observing
these birds from a respectful distance, to
minimize disturbance during egg-laying
and raising of theyoung.

If you are interested in devoting regular time and
effort to helping with this project, contact:
Wyomissing Borough Manager
Michele Bare 610-376-7481
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VWihy White Nest Boxes?

Some of the new nest boxes installed in the park

this year have been painted whitéite help protect
eggs and young birds from dafigerous heat. The
temperature inside a box g@nbe as much as 10
degrees higher than thélobtsideair temperature.
We used an exteriofWater-based latex paint with
a high Light Refl@@tance Value.

PLEASE! po NOT APPROACH
NESTING BIRDS ©

All the oversight ang regulammenitoring beneficial
to the birds that use th@ WyomissingPark nest box
trailis provided byateam of trained Volunteers;
with thef@pproval of the borotgh:

Park visitofs are asked to enjoy obServing
these birds froam®a [espectful distanee, to
minimize disturbanee during eggslaying
and raising'of the young.

If you are interested in devoting regular time and
effort to helping with this preject, contact:
Wyomissing Borough Manager
Michele Bare 610-376-7481
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Park & Shade Tree Commission

Good afternoon,

I am grestly interested in preserving the green spaces & trees of
Wyomissing. | ama 5 1/2 vear resident and enjoy walking Old
Whyomissing, Onmy walks | have noticed some weakened Irees or trees
that could just wse sorme tic as far as better planting or mulehing, While |
have no farmal traineng, | pravioushy owned over an acre of land and
educated myself on the importance of trees and the types for
windbreaks, soil erosion, wildlife & beautification.

I dip woork & full time job but would be able to work my schedu
when your group meets, | would also be willing tobeon a
subcommmittes, with interest in the bird box commities.

Thank=you for your consideration.

Regards,

Cargl Mye

9329 Franklin St
Wyomissing
|



Daniela Modesto

63 Wyomissing Hills Blvd
Reading PA, 19609

February 17, 2025

Dear Jen,

As I mentioned briefly in my email, | have a deepdove and appreciation for all things
nature related. It is difficult to overstate how much I care for'our our neighborhood
and all the trees surrounding us. This area would not be what it is, were it not for the
plants and trees that provide us with se,much beauty and health.

A little bit about me - I currently work full timein clinical research'but also have a
gluten and dairy-free website where | focus on ceoking withilocal ingredients for
better health. My aim is on.educating peeple.about cooking simply with good
ingredients to support their health and wellness.

I would be a foolif I didn’'t mention the intricate connection that people and plants
play in each other’slives, though not enough. of us feel this connection to the
outdoors. I'd love the opportunity to be involved in helping with anything that
expands our green spaces and educates people in understanding that they can make a
difference in their local environment.

My plan for the spring is to plant herbs that attract pollinators and can also be
cultivated to be made into tea. (Working with herbs tea is another fascination) I also
like to grow vegetables | can easily pick from my back yard.

I would be honored to be considered for the role as a member of the Park and Shade
Commission.

Thank you for your time!

Sincerely,
Daniela



Dear Members of the Park & Shade Tree Commission,

| am writing to express my strong interest in joining the Wyomissing Park & Shade Tree
Commission. As someone deeply committed to fostering a strong sense of community, |
would welcome the opportunity to contribute my time and experience to preserving and
enhancing our community's outdoor spaces.

My passion for community engagement has shaped much of my involvement over the
years. | previously served as a school board member in anothertownship, where | gained
firsthand experience working collaboratively to address local needs and advocate for
policies that benefit residents. Additionally, for nine years; | led a nonprofit organization,
further strengthening my ability to organize initiatives,€ngage with stakeholders, and\drive
meaningful change.

Beyond my professional and volunteer experience, | have a personal connection to our
parks and open spaces. Each day, | take a three-mile walkthrough the community, during
which | make a point to pick up litte—an effortinspired by a beach walker | encountered in
Key West. This simple act has reinforced my appreciation for maintaining clean and
accessible public spaces. Our parks serve as vital@athering places that promote health,
recreation, and a sense of belonging, and | would be honored to help ensure they continue
to thrive.

| welcome the opportunity to discuss:how my background and passion align with the
committee’s goals. Thank you for your time and consideration. | look forward to
contributing to Wyomissing’s outdoor spaces and the community it supports.

Sincerely,
Jeff Doubek
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